Deceptions. by Huff, Travis
University of Louisville 
ThinkIR: The University of Louisville's Institutional Repository 




University of Louisville 
Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.library.louisville.edu/etd 
 Part of the Arts and Humanities Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Huff, Travis, "Deceptions." (2017). Electronic Theses and Dissertations. Paper 2642. 
https://doi.org/10.18297/etd/2642 
This Master's Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by ThinkIR: The University of Louisville's Institutional 
Repository. It has been accepted for inclusion in Electronic Theses and Dissertations by an authorized administrator 
of ThinkIR: The University of Louisville's Institutional Repository. This title appears here courtesy of the author, who 


















Submitted to the Faculty of the 
School of Music of the University of Louisville 
In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements  











School of Music  















Copyright © 2017 by Travis Huff. 











B.A., East Carolina University 
 
 




































This thesis is dedicated to my parents 











































Many People have supported me both in this project and in my 
overall growth as a musician at the University of Louisville and to 
them I offer my deepest gratitude.  
 
First, I would like to thank my composition teacher and thesis 
adviser, Steve Rouse, for his tremendous mentorship during my 
time at the University of Louisville. His encouragement and 
guidance have made me much more capable as a composer and a 
person. I have learned much and enjoyed our time together. 
 
I would also like to thank Dr. Ed Jacobs for years of music 
composition education. These years are invaluable and have 
propelled me forward into a life revolved around music.  
 
Thank you to Dr. Marc Satterwhite, Dr.  Krzysztof Wolek, and Michael Tracy 
for many lessons, masterclases, lectures, concerts and guidance.  
 
I would also like to thank my friends who have listened, critiqued, 
encouraged, and enjoyed my work through this year. Finally, I would like to 
thank the many musicians that have worked with me, and have answered 
multiple questions about their instruments and showing me how my music 
might be played or portrayed. Especially thank you to the musical group 




























          Deceptions 
I. Acceptance.………..……..….1 
II. Sanity…………..………...….17 















































B♭ Clarinet 1 
B♭ Clarinet 2 
Bassoon 1 
Bassoon 2 
Contra Bassoon  
 
F Horn 1 
F Horn 2 
F Horn 3 
B♭ Trumpet 1 
B♭ Trumpet 2 








 Snare Drum, Tenor Drum Wood Blocks, Glockenspiel 
 
Percussion 2 
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Deceptions is a combination of three movements. These movements explore 
different points of view for three different personal situations.  
 
Acceptance: “Happiness can only happen in acceptance” –George Orwell 
 
Sanity: “Sanity and happiness are an impossible combination.” –Mark Twain  
 
Amends: “If you have behaved badly, repent, make what amends you can 
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8103, Braxton Ct.  





 Master of Music in Music Composition, 2015-2017 
 University of Louisville 
 Studies with Steve Rouse and Marc Satterwhite 
 
 
 Bachelor of Arts in Music Composition, 2010-2015 
 East Carolina University 





 Selected June in Buffalo participant at the University of Buffalo, 
2015 
 Selected Snow Pond Participant, 2016 
  
Selected Compositions & Performances 
 
 Victory Over Jester Douglas for brass quintet (2015) – 7:00 
 
 Vincent Van Gogh’s Mother for Alto and piano (2016) – 4:00 
  
 If This Plays for Computer (2016) – 9:00 
  
 Unwind for Talea Ensemble (2016)  – 8:00 
 
 Island of Dolls for orchestra (2016) – 2:00 
 
 Mango Blues for Jazz Trio (2017) – 4:30 
 
  
 
 
